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NAHUM TATE, 1680-
What I have already aflerled concerning the necellity of
Learning to make a compleat Poet, may feem inconliftent with
my Reverence for our Shakefpear.
------Cujus amorfemper mihi crefcit in Horas.
1 confefs I con'd never yet get a true account of his Learning,
and am apt to think it more than Common Report allows him.
I am fure he never touches on a Roman Story, but the Perfons,
the Paflages, the Manners, the Circumftances, the Ceremonies,
all are Roman.     And what Reliflies yet of a more exact
Knowledge, you do not only fee a Roman in his Heroe, but the
particular Genius of the Man, without the leaft miftake of his
Chara&er, given him by their beft Hiftorians.    You find his
Anthony in all the Defects and Excellencies of his Mind, a
Souldier, a Reveller, Amorous, fometimes   Ram, fometimes
Confiderate, with all the various Emotions of his Mind.    His
Brutus agen has all the Conftancy, Gravity, Morality, Generofity,
Imaginable, without the leaft Mixture of private Intereft or
Irregular Paffion.    He is true to him, even in the imitation of
his Oratory, the famous Speech which he makes him deliver,
being exactly agreeable to his manner of expreffing himfelf $ of
which we have this account, Facultas ejus erat Militaris &
Bellicis accwnmodata Tumultuous.
But however it far'd with our Author for JBook-Learning, 'tis
evident that no man was better ftudied in Men and Things, the
moft ufeful Knowledge for a Dramatic Writer. He was a moft
diligent Spie upon Nature, trac'd her through her darkeft